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his thoughts to "the expulsion of the barbarian." By his success alike in war and cunning diplomacy, he had recovered and increased the conquests of his predecessor, Alexander VI, and was now in a position to satisfy his ambition as a great temporal power. Yet he must have realised that he had only done all this by allying himself with the foreign invader of Italy, and it is possible that some feeling of remorse made him desire to drive out the invading French and leave his country free. He also saw grounds for alarm in the overwhelming position of the French in Northern Italy, he could not forget the loss of his cherished city, Genoa, but above all, his hatred of Ferrara was scarcely veiled by the pious desire to add to the Church's greatness the dominions of the Duke, who was an ally of France. Also his own profitable saltworks were interfered with by those of Ferrara at Comacchio.
With these mixed motives, Julius suddenly turned against the ally who had been so useful to Mm, and by this disgraceful deed he won the applause of Italian patriots and was hailed as the Defender of his country. To his fiery, warlike spirit, these last years of battle must have been the most triumphant and happiest of his life. The war began with an incident which gave him the first advantage. The French King refused to pay the Swiss mercenaries a sum which he considered exorbitant, and when they withdrew from his service, the Pope hastened to engage them, to the number of fifteen thousand men. He then excommunicated Alfonso Duke of Ferrara, and Louis XII made the next move in the game by con-tttiltt, ami    you, but, aA they
